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The Question of the Stages of Social Development After 
the Seizure of Power by the Proletariat 

It is a theoretical question of great practical significance whether socialist development should 
be divided into stages and how to divide the stage itself in country before the arrival of the 
advanced stage of socialism into communism. And this problem,which has been confused us 
since the sixties, needs a serious study. 

The question begins with two passages from two famous works, the first by Karl Marx, in the 
critique of the Gotha Programme, and the second with Lenin's the state and revolution. Marx 
said that "Between capitalist and communist society there lies the period of the revolutionary 
transformation of the one into the other. Corresponding to this is also a political transition 
period in which the state can be nothing but the revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat". 
Lenin said, "the transition from capitalist society-which is developing towards communism-to 
communist society is impossible without a "political transition period", and the state in this 
period can only be the revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat." 

Now there are significant differences of opinions on how to correctly understand these two 
passages in our country's theoretical research and propaganda work. A popular, even conclusive 
definition, is to interpret the "communist society" in which Marx and Lenin refer to "the 
transition of the capitalist society to communist society" as an advanced stage of communism. 
Therefore, the line of the "transitional period " is drawn to the advanced stage of communism, 
which is to say that the "transitional period" has ended on the eve of the advanced stage of 
communism. With this definition, the socialist society starting from the capitalist to the 
communist society of the whole transitional period, is regarded as the period of dictatorship of 
the proletariat. 

In this context, the view that Marx and Lenin refer to the first phase of the socialist society of 
the communist society, in contrast, is denounced as revisionism, because this view leads to the 
conclusion that the countries that had not the pre-proletarian dictatorships will die before they 
reach the advanced stage of the communist system. Who is right and who is wrong, and who is 
going to awnser these two questions? 

First, Marx and Lenin said that "the capitalist society has transitioned to a communist society". 
The "communist society" mentioned here refers to the advanced stage of the communist 
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society or the first stage of the socialist society of communist society? Secondly, after the 
proletariat gains political power, until the advanced stage of communist society, should this 
society -the one where the proletariat is at power -be divided itself in stages? 
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By the line of the "transition period" to the advanced stage of the communist society, or to the 
first stage of the socialist society of the communist society, everyone can make their own point. 
However, if what Marx and Lenin call "communist society" can only be understood as "the 
advanced stage of communist society",it is unfounded and inconsistent with the original 
intentions of Marx and Lenin. 

It is true that Marx spoke of "a period of revolutionary transformation from the former to the 
latter between the capitalist society and the communist society." He did not use the term 
"socialist society" in his book The Critique of the Gotha Programme. Lenin not only talked about 
"the transition from the capital-oriented society to the Communist-oriented society", but also 
talked about "the bourgeois society to the socialist society" and "the transition from the capital 
oriented society to the socialist society".The communist society itself includes the lower stages 
of socialism and the higher stages, so "communist society" can be understood as the former or 
the latter. The question is how to fully and accurately understand what Marx and Lenin meant. 

In the book "Critique of the Gotha Program", Marx said about the first stage of the socialist 
society of communist society this: "What we have to deal with here is a communist society, not 
as it has developed on its own foundations, but, on the contrary, just as it emerges from 
capitalist society; which is thus in every respect, economically, morally, and intellectually, still 
stamped with the birthmarks of the old society from whose womb it emerges." He also pointed 
out the characteristics of this society. "Within the co-operative society based on common 
ownership of the means of production, the producers do not exchange their products; just as 
little does the labor employed on the products appear here as the value of these products, as a 
material quality possessed by them, since now, in contrast to capitalist society, individual labor 
no longer exists in an indirect fashion but directly as a component part of total labor. The 
phrase "proceeds of labor", objectionable also today on account of its ambiguity, thus loses all 
meaning. For example, the social working day consists of the sum of the individual hours of 
work; the individual labor time of the individual producer is the part of the social working day 
contributed by him, his share in it. He receives a certificate from society that he has furnished 
such-and-such an amount of labor (after deducting his labor for the common funds); and with 
this certificate, he draws from the social stock of means of consumption as much as the same 
amount of labor cost. The same amount of labor which he has given to society in one form, he 
receives back in another. Here, obviously, the same principle prevails as that which regulates 
the exchange of commodities, as far as this is exchange of equal values. Content and form are 
changed, because under the altered circumstances no one can give anything except his labor, 
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and because, on the other hand, nothing can pass to the ownership of individuals, except 
individual means of consumption. But as far as the distribution of the latter among the 
individual producers is concerned, the same principle prevails as in the exchange of commodity 
equivalents: a given amount of labor in one form is exchanged for an equal amount of labor in 
another form." 

So, marx in his critique of the gotha programme, refers to the first phase of the socialist society 
of communist society, not the advanced stage of communism. 

Lenin explained Marx's meaning more clearly in the book State and revolution. In the third 
section Lenin describes some important features of socialist society. "The means of production 
are no longer the private property of individuals. The means of production belong to the whole 
of society." "The first phase of communism, therefore, cannot yet provide justice and equality; 
differences, and unjust differences, in wealth will still persist, but the exploitation of man by 
man will have become impossible because it will be impossible to seize the means of 
production-the factories, machines, land, etc.-and make them private property." "The state 
withers away insofar as there are no longer any capitalists, any classes, and, consequently, no 
class can be suppressed. But the state has not yet completely withered away, since the still 
remains the safeguarding of "bourgeois law", which sanctifies actual inequality. For the state to 
wither away completely, complete communism is necessary." 

Lenin also clearly views the dictatorship of the proletariat as a special stage in the transitional 
period from a capitalist society to a socialist society. Lenin said, "We have always known, said 
and emphasised that socialism cannot be "introduced", that it takes shape in the course of the 
most intense, the most acute class struggle—which reaches heights of frenzy and 
desperation—, and civil war; we have always said that a long period of "birth-pangs" lies 
between capitalism and socialism; that violence is always the midwife of the old society; that a 
special state (that is, a special system of organised coercion of a definite class) corresponds to 
the transitional period between the bourgeois and the socialist society, namely, the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. What dictatorship implies and means is a state of simmering war, a state of 
military measures of struggle against the enemies of the proletarian power." Lenin also writes 
in the state and revolution how the withering away of the state after socialism is a process, not 
a one time thing. 

From the above writings of Marx and Lenin, there is every reason to believe that the first stage 
of the socialist society in the communist society envisioned by Marx and Lenin is characterized 
by the fact that the whole society haves a single socialist public ownership system with no 
means of production privately owned and commodity exchange. Without class, the state's 
repressive function has died out, but the state has not completely disappeared. The state also 
has the function of defending distribution according to work. It can therefore be called a 
nonpolitical state, no longer a state in its original sense, that is, no longer a dictatorship of the 
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proletariat. Some comrades believe that even in the socialist society, even if the state has no 
repressive functions, the state also has the function of resisting foreign aggressors under the 
conditions of an imperialist country abroad. This is also the function of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. The function of resisting foreign aggressors is also regarded as the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, although Stalin spoke, but strictly speaking, this does not belong to a class that 
oppresses the dictatorship of another class and therefore does not belong to the category of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The transition from a capitalist society to a communist society as taught by Marx and Lenin 
refers to the transition to the first phase of communist society, socialist society. That is to say, 
when such a socialist society is established, the transition period is over. Lenin said in another 
work, called "Left-Wing" Childishness. "But what does the word "transition" mean? Does it not 
mean, as applied to an economy, that the present system contains elements, particles, 
fragments of both capitalism and socialism? Everyone will admit that it does." The 
establishment of a socialist society as Marx and Lenin said has no components, parts and factors 
of capitalism. The establishment of such a socialist society has ended the transition period. 
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Our present socialist society is different from what Marx and Lenin envisioned. That is, because 
we are at a different stage. There is now a popular view that the transition from the capitalist 
society to the communist society is an entire historical period, which is called the socialist 
society, which is itself divided in stages. This view is worth studying. The development of things 
is always from quantitative to qualitative change, and then to the final qualitative change. If the 
final qualitative change is used as a sign of a division in a major stage, then part of the 
quantutative change can be used as a sign of a division in small stages. The transition from the 
capitalist society to the advanced stage of the communist society, or, after the establishment of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, is to be divided into several stages. 

The communist society was to be divided into two stages. Marx already had such a thought in 
the "Economics-Philosophyc Manuscripts". Engels began to take socialism and communism into 
two successive development stages in the "Communist Principles". In the "Critique of the Gotha 
Program", Marx made another economic difference between the two stages. In the the same 
work, Marx also envisaged a transition period from the capitalist society to the first phase of 
the Communist Society. However, there are different views in the theoretical circles on how to 
understand and how to divide the transition period. 

The recent discovery of the confession of one of the leaders of the Communist League and on 
of the Communists defendants of the cologne trials, Peter Gerhart Roeser, was made. This 
confession has attracted much interest from researchers. According to Roeser, Marx had 
repeatedly said that communism had to pass through several stages before it was fully built, 
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after a revolution in which workers took power, and establish a socialist Republic. 

This confession of Roeser is not necessarily accurate. But if it is brought with Marx and Engels 
other works, we see that the view of the constant revolution held by the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China confirms that Marx and Engels believe that before the advent of 
the advanced stage of communism, the transition of capitalism to communism, it is to be 
phased. The first stage is the stage of the democratic republic. Lenin said in the work "marxism 
on the state" "The democrats will rule, they will have to propose some measures with some 
socialist nature.The second stage, the socialist republic, is a republic with socialist tendencies. 
The third stage of the transition to socialism, the socialist communist republic is a republic with 
orientations to communism, that is, the transition to full communism, equivalent to the fourth 
stage of socialism, a pure communist republic, equivalent to communism." Marx and Engels 
envisaged that after the proletariat gained political power, it would take several stages to enter 
the advanced stage of the socialist society and then communist society in the primary stage of 
the Communist society. In "The Marxism on the state," Lenin clearly stated that after the 
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, he sees three stages of development, 
l)"long-term struggle," that is, the transition from capitalism to socialism in to the first stage of 
communism. 2)The first stage of communist society 3)The advanced stage of communist 
society. 

Marx had envisioned that the proletarian socialist revolution would triumph first in the 
capitalist most developed countries, so that after the victory of the bourgeois revolution, the 
first phase of socialist society would pass a relatively short period of time into the communist 
society. This is the same view of Lenin before the October Revolution, when he wrote out about 
the ideas of Marx in the critique of the Gotha Programme. 

After the victory of the October revolution,Lenin realized that the transition to a socialist 
society was much more difficult than in the capitalist developed countries, as Russia, was a 
country dominated by the petty bourgeoisie. Lenin said," the transition to socialism in a small 
country where people are literate and the whole country with large agriculture cannot be the 
same as the transition to socialism in a country with a small middle-class predomination as in 
Russia. Elsewhere in left wing communism an infatile disorter," We in Russia(in the third year 
since the overthrow of the bourgeoisie) are taking the first steps in the transition from 
capitalism to Socialism,or the lowest stage of Communism. Classes have remained, andwill 
remain everywherefor years afterthe conquest of power bythe proletariat. Perhaps in England, 
where there is no peasantry(but where there are small proprietors!), the period will be 
shorter." 

In China, which was a semi-colonial, semi-feudal country before liberation, small-scale 
production was absolutely dominant. The level of development of productive forces, the degree 
of production, socialization and the cultural level of the people were extremely low, and the 


5 



period of transition to socialism would be much longer. In our country, the transition period is 
not over yet, and it has not yet entered the first phase of the socialist society of the communist 
society envisaged by Marx and Lenin. Therefore, practice presents to us the division of the 
socialist stage to stages before the arrival to the advanced stage of communism. 

Lenin used oftern the concept of "advanced socialist society or developed one."Comrade Mao 
Zedong also said that the transition from capitalism to communism may be divided into two 
stages: one is from capitalism to socialism, which can be called underdeveloped socialism, and 
the other is from socialism to communism, which is from underdeveloped socialism to more 
developed socialism, with the latter stage maybe taking longer from the previus one. In the 
latter stage and after, the material products and the spiritual products are greatly enriched,and 
the communist consciousness on the people is greatly enhanced, so that we can enter the 
advanced stage of the communism. Therefore, the question of the division of socialism into 
stages can be considered in the light of the ideas of Lenin and mao zedong, and the concept 
of'underdeveloped socialism"and"developed socialism"can be used. We believe that from the 
capitalist society to the senior stage of the communist society, this period of "transition", 
socialism, can be divided into several stages. 

One is the transition from capitalism to socialism. This is divided into two periods or stages. The 
first period is from the victory of the proletarian revolution -society is transformed, and enters 
socialism -towards the completion of the socialist transformation of the ownership of means of 
production is completed. This period is characterized by the existence of multiple economic 
components, the existence of multiple classes accordingly, and therefore is a period of intense 
and acute class struggle. This is the"transition period" that we have been talking about by using 
the word transition period. After the completion of the socialist transformation of the 
ownership of the means of production, it enters another period, the underdeveloped socialism. 
The underdeveloped socialism then enters into the advanced socialism and finally into the 
Communist stage. 

The socialist society spoken by Marx and Lenin is the stage of this developed socialism . It is 
clear from Marx's critique of the Gotha Programme and Lenin's The state and revolution. At this 
stage, productivity haves developed greatly, the degree of mechanization and automation has 
greatly improved, material products are in or almost in abundance or are greatly enriched. In 
terms of ideology, the communism consciousness has greatly improved, and the habitual forces 
of small producers and the psychology of small producers haves been eliminated, and spiritual 
products are also greatly enriched. The social revolution that Marx had envisioned would first 
succeed in the capitalist developed countries. There, after the "struggle", you can enter the 
stage we spoke about. If countries with highly developed capitalism such as the United States 
and Western Europe, see a victory of a socialist proletariat revolution, they might go through a 
short "period of struggle" (the first period, not go through underdeveloped socialism, and enter 
directly into a developed socialist society. In a country where the petty bourgeoisie is dominant, 
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such as Russia and China, even after the completion of the socialist transformation of the 
means of production, a long period of underdevelopment socialism is required to enter the 
developed socialism. 

The underdeveloped socialist society is characterized by the existence of two forms of public 
ownership, as well as the exchange of goods and commodities. The bourgeoisie has been 
basically eliminated as a class, but there are still remnants of capitalism and bourgeoisie 
elements, even of feudalism. The remnants, as well as the considerable proportion of small 
producers, workers and peasants, have between them class differences due to the relationship 
between the production of different means of production and the development of different 
levels of productivity. The habits and mentality of small producers are still rampant, 
productivity has not yet greatly development, and products are not able to greater abundance. 
At this time,the mass class struggle is over, but there is still class struggle and there is need for 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, so the transition to socialism is not over. 

Then, is our society a socialist society? Lenin once said, "No one, I think, in studying the 
question of the economic system of Russia, has denied its transitional character. Nor, I think, 
has any Communist denied that the term Socialist Soviet Republic implies the determination of 
Soviet power to achieve the transition to socialism, and not that the new economic system is 
recognised as a socialist order.." Lenin said this in 1918." At that time, the Soviet Union had 
not yet achieved the socialist transformation of all the means of production, and there were still 
five socio-economic components(namely, patriarchal, i.e., to a considerable extent natural, 
peasant farming, small commodity production (this includes the majority of those peasants who 
sell their grain), private capitalism, state capitalism, socialism) . In this case, the Soviet Union 
adopted the name "Socialist Republic", which Lenin believed was possible to achieve. The 
situation in our country is different from that in the Soviet Union in 1918, and we have 
surpassed the Soviet Union's phase in 1918. Not only did the proletariat gain political power, 
establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat, but it basically completed the socialist 
transformation of the ownership of the means of production. The broad masses under the 
leadership of the Communist Party were determined to realize the transition to socialism. It is 
perfectly acceptable to say that we are a socialist country. However, it cannot be said that we 
have established the first stage of socialist society in the Communist society as envisaged by 
Marx and Lenin. We still have the remnants of capitalism and even feudalism. Small production 
still occupies a considerable position, and the habitual forces and mentality of small producers 
are still rampant. This shows that we are still in an underdeveloped socialist society and still in 7 

the transitional period of socialism. We cannot think that our economic system is already 
developed or completely socialist. 
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We must regard the long period from capitalist to communist society as a whole historical 
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period. By not dividing it to stages, we are easy to be lead to confusion, so that we can not 
correctly understand and grasp the socialist law of development, and the occurrence of policy 
errors, resulting in serious consequences will be sure to follow. Our country's 20 years of 
practice have proved this point. 

Regardless of the stage and the confusion, it will be the phenomenon, that the expansion of 
factors into a socialist development stage. For example, in the first period of the transition from 
capitalism to socialism, there are several components of the economy of the"transitional 
period", and accordingly there are several classes, the conflict between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie, the contradiction between socialism and capitalism, and these are the main 
contradictions. Since the period of transformation from capitalism to underdeveloped socialism, 
from underdeveloped socialism to developed socialism belong to the same historical period, 
these contradictions throughout this entire historical period continue to carry out the class 
struggle, it is easy to to exmpand the class struggle by constantly carrying out the class struggle. 
This hinders us in accordance from shifting the focus of the whole party's national work towards 
socialist development and following the law of socialist development after the proletariat 
became the ruling class, and the bourgeoisie's means of production are seized. The party's 
focus towards socialist construction, the focus on towards developing productive forces, thus 
greatly improving labor productivity was hindered. In the process from Revolution to 
construction, we were shaken and shook, and once we strayed from the focus of the work of 
socialist construction. 

Not dividing the different stages of socialism, will bring severe economic consequences. If we 
try to do what is supposed to be done at the advanced stage of socialism, while we are in the 
stage of underdeveloped socialism, meaning prematurely destroy the individual economies, 
abolish the private lands and the family sideline business, and seek to abolish the distribution 
according to work, commodity production and commodity exchange, oppose material interests, 
and ... even hasten the transition to communism, will have as a result the undermining of the 
socialist initiative of the people, undermine the production relations, therefore resiously 
undermining the productivity. 

There are many social phenomena that cannot be explained without using stages. The question 
of how the new bourgeoisie arose is one example. Originally, our country was in an 
underdeveloped socialist society. The bourgeoisie had been basically eliminated as a class, but 
the remnants of the capital-oriented economy still exist, the remnants of the capital-oriented 
still exist, small production still occupies a considerable advantage, which under certain 
conditions, will produce a new generation of bourgeois elements. However, because we believe 
that we are already a socialist society and that capitalism has been eliminated, we can only find 
the cause of the new bourgeoisie elements within the socialist relations of production. 

However, because we have been regarded as a socialist society, and that capitalism has been 
eliminated, we can only find the cause of the new bourgeoisie elements from the socialist 
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production relations, so that according to the distribution of Labor, socialist commodity 
currency is the cause of the new bourgeoisie molecules, which fundamentally negates the 
socialist distribution and socialist oriented commodity currency. 

original: http://www.eri.cn/UploadFiles/%E6%97%A0%E4%BA%A7%E9%98%B6%E7%BA%A7% 

E5%8F%96%E5%BE%97%E6%94%BF%E6%9D%83%E5%90%8E%E7%9A%84%E7%A4%BE%E4% 

BC%9A%E5%8F%91%E5%Bl%95%E9%98%B6%E6%AE%B5%E9%97%AE%E9%A2%98.pdf 

translated by the albanian bolshevik 
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